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March 26, 2009
By CHRIS LAFORTUNE clafortune@pioneerlocal.com

Megan White's known for some time she wanted to be a teacher, but
wasn't quite sure what she wanted to specialize in.

"l didn't know what grade, if | wanted to be a P.E. teacher," the Oak
Park-River Forest High School senior said.

» Click to enlarge image Finally she settled on special
education. She can thank her Top Jobs
brother, Michael, for that.
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led OPRF physics teacher Aaron
Podolner to nominate White for the Golden Apple Scholar award. White
is one of 100 student scholars selected by the organization this year. Refrigeration Beverage Technician - Hickory Hills, IL
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Podolner, a Golden Apple teacher, said White is the first student he's
nominated for the award. As a scholar, White will have to teach in a
school of need for five years following graduation.

View all

As a Golden Apple Scholar, White will receive a $2,500 scholarship for
her first two years of college. She'll also receive scholarship money her
junior and senior years -- $5,000 or $10,000, depending on her major.
Scholars also receive summer stipends and training, as well as

mentoring from a Golden Apple teacher. Loading Videos...

Following graduation, scholars for five years must teach in an lllinois
school of need, which Golden Apple defines as a school that serves
low-income students, or as a school with subpar test scores.

Podolner was sure she could handle that experience. "Some white kid,
they may be well-meaning, but if they get in a class of black kids, they TOP STORIES ::
may not feel prepared or feel comfortable," Podolner said. "Whereas |

just knew she would be comfortable in that environment." NEWS
Suburban jobless rates mirror

White looks forward to the challenge. Golden Apple Scholars are asked state’s climb

to select five schools they'd like to teach at. She selected Clemente,

Marshall and Lane Tech in Chicago, Morton East in Cicero and Morton BUSINESS

West in Berwyn. Business Briefs: Meet kids'




"I like new challenges, because to me, you learn something new about you author and photographer
could never accomplish," White said.
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White should make a fine teacher, OPRF special-needs instructor Mary
Young said. Young has a long history with White, having taught her
brother. The OPRF senior is also an on-campus intern for a period in
White's special-education class. "l think she can just really kind of clue
in to what these kids need," Young said. "She's a strong presence, yet
she's not overbearing."

ENTERTAINMENT
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Aside from her involvement in Young's class through OPRF's Senior

Instructional Leadership Corps, White is a member of OPRF's Best CURRENTS

Buddies program, working with special-needs students. She's also on Park District of Oak Park
the high school's softball team.

Up to junior year she also played field hockey and basketball, but chose
to concentrate on softball this year, hoping to be a walk-on in college.

She plans to attend Eastern lllinois University. The school is ranked first
in the state for special education, she said.

Golden Apple will hold an induction ceremony for its scholars May 2.

White is the eighth OPRF student to win Golden Apple Scholar since
1999.

POWERED BY G Plucha

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login | Register

Submit
POWERED BY &3 Plucia
Apple Vacations All Inclusive Grimes Golden Semi-Dwarf Apple Golden Delicious Apple
Apple Vacations Specials Mexico and One of our grandparent’s favorites, Order high quality apples from Gurney's.
Caribbean All Inclusive Reosrts. originally from West Virginia. Lifetime no-risk guarantee.
www.townecentertravel.com www.millernurseries.com www.gurneys.com

Ads by Yahoo!

OakPark-Leaves.com: Contact Us | About Us | Advertise With Us | Media Kit
Oak Park Leaves: Subscribe | Subscriber Services | Online Photo Store | News Archives
Affiliates: YourSeason.com | RogerEbert.com | SearchChicago - Autos | SearchChicago - Degrees | SearchChicago - Homes | Local Area Jobs | Centerstage | North Shore Magazine
Express Links: TV Listings | Video | Yellow Pages | Buy Photos | Communities | School Report Cards | Eating In | Restaurant Reviews
Partner: BlockShopper.com

BOOKMARK u®
© Copyright 2009 Digital Chicago, Inc. | Terms of Use ¢ Privacy Policy * Submission Guidlines




